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EUROPEAN COMMISSION

RESEARCH DIRECTORATE-GENERAL

Directorate J - Energy

The Director


Brussels, 19 February 2003

RTD/ J2/GE/morD(2003)/ 509088 

Letter for the attention of the members of the programme committee "sustainable development, global change and ecosystems - sustainable energy systems"

Subject : request for suggestions for high-level independent experts to act as research    proposal evaluators in the Sixth Framework Programme

Dear Member,

I am writing to solicit your support in ensuring that the forthcoming evaluation of research proposals in the Thematic Priority “Sustainable Energy Systems” is carried out with the assistance of external experts of the highest calibre and expertise.

Recognising that the two calls for prospective experts published in the Official Journal are only one source of candidates, the Commission is taking the initiative to actively seek out the highest level experts to ensure that we have the best possible expertise on hand to evaluate research proposals.
In view of your widespread experience and contacts, I would like to invite you to submit suggestions for highly competent, independent experts that could be called upon to assist us in evaluating proposals.

Please do not limit yourself to your own organisation or administration, but consider all possible candidates that you know by reputation. You do not necessarily need to have the agreement of the persons concerned, as my services will manage the process of taking contact with suitable experts.

Annexed to this letter you will find some background information, together with the expected profile of the experts we are seeking and the procedure to follow.

I thank you for your co-operation in this matter and look forward to hearing from you in the near future.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed)
Pablo Fernandez Ruiz

ANNEX

1. Background

The European Community Sixth Framework Programme for research is now successfully under way, with the first calls for proposals having been launched on 17 December 2002. In the case of the Thematic Priority “Sustainable Energy Systems”, the first call closes on 18 March 2003 and the initial stage of the evaluation process is scheduled to take place in early April.

In order to arrange an optimal evaluation of proposals, particularly for Integrated Projects and Networks of Excellence, the Commission is seeking to appoint high-level independent experts to assist in the evaluation. Indeed, the FP6 Rules for Participation state that such experts “shall be individuals from the fields of science, industry and/or with experience in the field of innovation and also with the highest level of knowledge and who are internationally recognised authorities in the relevant specialist area.”

Two calls for candidates, one addressed to individuals and the other to organisations, have already been published in the Official Journal (see http://www.cordis.lu/experts/fp6_candidature.htm for details) in order to establish a database of potential evaluators. In addition, the Commission is taking the initiative to actively seek out the highest level experts to ensure that we have the best possible expertise on hand to evaluate research proposals.

2. Profile of the experts sought

For the Sustainable Energy Systems priority we are looking for high-level, recognised authorities in the fields of fuel cells, hydrogen, electricity, renewable energy technologies, CO2 capture and sequestration and energy socio-economics. Ideally, the experts should be capable of contributing to more than one of these fields and be able to take a broad view across the whole non-nuclear energy sector.

Independence is a key requirement, meaning that experts should not be actively involved in consortia submitting research proposals in their fields of expertise. 

Finally, the policy of the European Commission is one of equal opportunities for women and men. In order to achieve a target of having evaluation panels comprising, if possible, 40 % women, we would particularly welcome nominations for suitably qualified women.

3. Procedure

In making your suggestions, please supply the full names and titles of the experts proposed, their organisation, contacts details (preferably including telephone and e-mail) and the research areas for which they have the requisite expertise.

Please submit your suggestions, preferably by e-mail or fax, to :

Mr Glyn Evans, European Commission, Office MO75-04/29, B-1049 Brussels

Telephone : +32 2 29 65047

Fax : +32 2 29 60621

E-mail : glyn.evans@cec.eu.int
Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brussel - Belgium. 

Telephone: (32-2)299 11 11. Office: MO75;3/42. Telephone: direct line (32-2)2953461. Fax: (32-2)2966256.

E-mail: pablo.fernandez-ruiz@cec.eu.int
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